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From the Acting President
Welcome to our end of year Souvenir Edition
Newsletter prepared by Bruce especially for our Presentation Night.
I have enjoyed being your Acting President over
the last few months and hope I have done a reasonable
job. I would like to thank the 2018 Committee for a
fantastic effort this year particularly given a number of
illnesses and health problems with Committee members and also having to deal with the impact of the
Country Club building works throughout the year.
While it was not our best Pennant Season we did
come 2nd in two divisions and our overall District and
Zone representation and results were excellent.
I must also say that our Club Championships continue to be of a high standard and they are in no way
dominated by the few. In fact, none of last years winners were able to defend their titles. Winning a championship at The Basin is a great achievement, so well
done to all concerned.
Many thanks to our hard working Secretary Bruce
and Treasurer Terry, they have been outstanding. To
President Clive thank you for your leadership early in
the year and we hope your recovery continues at pace!
Our best wishes to George Thorpe who continues
to amaze us with his tenacity and love of the Club and
finally to our Bowls Organisers and Green Keepers who

gave us a very good season and a great facility to play
at.
Our thoughts are with the families of members
who passed away this year and we welcome all our new
members into our friendly and progressive club.
2019 looks like being a stand out year with the
new club food facilities opening very soon and the
promise that our greens will continue to improve having already reached a high standard.
To the Country Club team and Board of Directors
led by Garry Buckley, our thanks for your continued
support and sponsorship., thanks also to our other major sponsors




Bendigo Bank
AVEO Retirement Living
Murphy's Family Funerals
Turner Family Funerals

Importantly without these sponsors we could not
run our Carnivals and invitation events.
I wish those nominating for Committee this year
the best of luck and congratulate you all on standing for
these positions. We value your help!
Again, congratulations to our 2018 Champions and
I wish you all a Happy Xmas and New Year .
l look forward to bowling with you in 2019.
Jamie Thelander
Acting President
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From the Secretary & Editor
I would like to thank Jamie Thelander for doing a
great job as Acting President this year and to the Committee members who all worked hard to make sure this
club remains “the” bowling club to belong to in the District.– Go the Basin!
At times our Committee resources have been a
little stretched and things have been a bit trying particularly with the new building works going on. But to our
credit we just got on with the job. So, my thanks to all
our members for helping us out and also letting the
Country Club do what was needed to help you.
A very big thank you to Jim Thelander who has
been our Board of Directors - Bowls Liaison Officer for
many years. Jim has made a major contribution to the
success of our Club and we wish him well. Jims replacement is Fiona Collins who we welcome to the task!
As this issue comes out on Presentation Night I
thought it would make sense to do a special “Souvenir
Edition” To the best of my ability and using our records
it provides our “Honour Roll of Champions 1966 - 2018”
but if there are any errors and omissions please bring
them to my attention and I can do an updated version of
the publication.
For our “Person of Interest” story I contacted Peter Chamberlin who was our Club Champion in 2009. Peter served in the RAAF so that completes our 2018 short
story's with a “service” theme and follows the very comprehensive contribution of Barry Edwards in our last
Newsletter.
Peter is a nine (9) time SGB Championship winner
and has 23 Club Championships from his former Clubs at
Kingswood and Wallacia.
I would like to report that in terms of our Committee achievements this year I can highlight the following::

our greens are the best they have probably ever
been (thanks to Steve Green and the Country
Club) and our overall performances at District
level have reflected this,

We have improved our governance of bowls and
we are striving to find new formats of play;

We have approval to proceed with our new Constitution and By Laws to be voted on by our members at the AGM,

We have adopted best practice policies and procedures for member behaviour, protection and ethics,

We have revised and updated our “Standing Orders,”

We now have a much better member information
and data base and new administration systems
are now in place or in train for most aspects of our
business,

In conjunction with the women's bowling group
we have allocated funds for office system and
computer upgrades to support cost control for

administration and bowls organisation generally,
We are now better placed to offer sponsorship
deals of value,

We are fully stocked with new uniforms and bowls
accessories,

We have a healthy bank balance which is maintained at a level sufficient to cover costs associated with sending teams and players away to represent the Club and to not require the assistance
of the Country Club for our day to day activities.

Our membership numbers have been steady over
the last 3 years but we did lose a lot of full playing
members this year so we must find ways to recruit
more players over the year ahead.
I look forward to 2019 and will enjoy showing off our new
Club House facilities to my friends and visitors. Lets hope


this is the start of a fantastic future for The Basin. My
best wishes to you all over the coming festive season.
Bruce Goldsmith

Life Members
G. Stratford
S. Jenkins
F. Taffs
W. Baranik
M. Solomon
V. Smith
J. Foote
E. Hayes
K. McDermott
F. Dewhirst
E. Strudwick
W. J. Bright
R.D. Wybrow
K. Hodgetts
W. Kimber
R. Long
J. Schembri
George Thorpe
Brian Shaw
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Club Champions 2018

Men's Major Singles Champion

Men's Major Pairs Champions

Men's Triples Champions

(and District Singles Champion of Champions)

(and District Pairs Semi Finalists)

Jamie Preo

Dave Lawrence (skip) and Grant McLean

Joe Schembri (lead) Ben Krikstolaitis
(2nd) Alan Bennett (Skip)

Men's Fours Champions

Men's Minor Singles Champion

Campbell Connal (skip) Arnie Rhoden
(lead) Derek Smith (3rd) Phil Nuttall (2nd)

Bruce Goldsmith

Our Major Sponsors

Men's Minor Pairs Champions
Neil Solomon and John Dunn (skip)
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Club Champions 2018

Major Minor Triples Champions
Glenn Wale (lead) Graham Hook (2nd) Gary
Donovan (Skip)

Mixed Pairs Champions
Robyn Crouch (lead) Arnie Rhoden (Skip)

To be announced on the night
Encouragement Award

Most Improved

Bowler of the Year

Mixed Fours Champions
Dorothy Chamberlin (Lead) John Baker (Second) Gwen
Buick (Third) Peter Chamberlin (Skip)

Our Major Sponsors
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Club Champions 2018
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Person of Interest
P. T. CHAMBERLIN
In the little town of Mungindi NSW in 1948, soon after
World War 2, there were limited opportunities with
Medical services, education and employment etc., but
all the towns people were happy in that the war was
finally over and lives could possibly get back on track. I
was to leave school at the end of the year with the prospects of commencing employment at the local Post Office. This position continued until June 1949 as I was
offered a job, (for $8 a week), as grease monkey in the
town’s biggest garage, which I readily accepted.
While all this growing up was going on I waited for
confirmation of acceptance in an apprenticeship with
the RAAF to commence in January 1950. What an experience this was to be as I was forced to study such
things as Physics, Science, Trigonometry, Chemistry,
Technical Drawing and other general knowledge subjects that I had never known existed while at Mungindi
Central. The three years apprenticeship of study and
trade training, (on a commencing wage of 30 cents a
week), was a real hack but the next twelve years of
RAAF service thereafter was interesting and exciting to
say the least, without expanding on the involvement of
communist terrorism, but it did allow me the opportunity to get a look at such places as Singapore, Malaya,
Thailand, Vietnam, Hong Kong, Japan, the Philippines
and most of Australia.

1937 that's me on the right with sisters

After my RAAF service I had positions as Accounts,
Credit Management, Salesman and Sales Manager with
various large companies which was decidedly different
to having my head stuck in the cowls, doing maintenance to a variety of screaming jet aircraft. My experiences with those corporate bodies helped immensely in
forming a Pest Control business which occupied my life
for about twenty years and provided me and my family
with a comfortable living.
My father was Greenkeeper of Moree Bowling Club and
persisted in enticing me to forget about Rugby League,
Tennis and Swimming to take up bowls, and after I was
successful in winning a premiership with Richmond
Rugby league Club in 1961, defeating Wentworthville
on Guilford Oval, I burnt my boots and succumbed to
his requests.

The three of us 1950

My early indoctrination into the sport of bowls was
convincing and I have loved playing competition bowls
ever since. Kingswood was my first club and in 1983 I
also joined Wallacia to become a fully paid up member
of both clubs which lasted until I moved South and
joined St. Georges Basin Country Club, which will remain my only club for the rest of my life.
RAAF Inter Service Winners 1956
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Person of Interest
Both Kingswood and Wallacia eventually became number one grade Clubs, consequently competition was
fierce and Championship honours were quite difficult to
achieve. During my learning curve early days at Kingswood I was successful in eleven Championships and
formed an integral part of winning teams events in District tournaments and Pennants before moving to higher
quality bowls at Wallacia, which was a very progressive
club and in which I enjoyed my term as President from
1989 to 1991.

got around and in October 2002 I was appointed Chairman of the District Junior Committee. After two years
with the Juniors I moved onto the District Match Committee which included nine years as Pennant Recorder. I
served as Bowls Organiser and Vice President of SGB
Mens Club between 2004 and 2006, and as Zone 7 Publicity Officer 2007 to 2014.

My first wife, Dorothy Fay Smith, died in 1989 and in
1992 I married Dorothy May Smith and although these
highly respected ladies were in no way related they beMy seventeen happy years with that club produced came towers of strength and inspirational in my bowling
around twenty Championships including three Major and work career.
Singles, a Nepean District Senior Singles and experience
at Zone and State level in various Pennant grades.
My bowling record at SGB Men’s Club has up to date
provided me with twelve Championships and Pennants,
Along came St. Georges Basin Country Club which I including a Major Singles in 2009 and unfortunately a
thought was the end of my administration activity, but I stack of Championship Finals runners-up, along with a
thought wrong. Whilst with Nepean District and the multitude of happy times with some fantastic people.
above clubs, I served as Committee, Match Committee,
Bowls Organiser, Pennant Recorder and ultimately Dis- My 42 years service as National Umpire has assisted me
trict President from 1992 to 1994, followed by Assistant greatly and I believe all new bowlers should take the
Secretary until leaving the District.
course. In the long term and definitely after my bowls are
over I am sure the lure of Mungindi will beckon again.
On joining SGB in 2001 my intention was to keep quiet
about my previous administration experience but word

Major Singles 2009

Nepean District Presentation

Haircut Malaya 1960

Anzac day 2017

12

St Georges Basin Mens’ Bowling Club

Championship Statistics 1966 -2018

Vale

Most Major Club Singles Championships
L. Wetzler 5
T. Clenton 4
R. Klap 3
J. Thelander 2, B. Skitt 2, R. Vickery 2, K. Sheppard 2.
H. Keighley 2, K McDermott 2.

Most Club Overall Championships
K. Sheppard 21
Jamie Thelander 16
L. Wetzler 14
B. Skitt 13
P. Chamberlin 9
R. Vickery 8, E. Massey 8, R. Klap 8, T. Clenton 8

Most Club Majors
L. Wetzler 7
K. McDermott 5, K. Sheppard 5.
K. Hodgetts 4, M Dyke 4,
Jamie Thelander 3, R Klap 3.

Most Club Pairs
K. Wetzler 3
K. McDermott 3
K. Hodgetts 3

Most Club Triples
K. Sheppard 7
D. Nicholson 5, E. Massey 5
L. Wetzler 4, A. Bennett 4

Most Club Fours
K. Mc Dermott 5, K Sheppard 5, Jamie Thelander 5,
G. Gardener 5, Jim Thelander 5, G. Gardiner 5, D. Nicholson 5.
Longest Winning Period
K. McDermott - 19 years
Most Majors Shortest Period
L. Wetzler - 7 wins 8 years.
Most Wins for a female in Mixed Champs
M. Sellars 10 wins over 16 years

Alan James Bennett
5 February 1949 - 2 October 2018
We were deeply saddened to hear of the
passing of Alan Bennett one of our best
players having won six
(6) club championships
from 2008-2018 including four (4) club
triples. His last victory
was this year in the
Club Triples with Joe
Schembri and Ben
Krikstolaitis.
Our sympathy and best wishes go to Annie his wife and
the Bennett Family. Alan passed away just short of their
50th wedding anniversary.
We will miss you Al!

